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Teacher Name: ___________________

Period: ______ 

Room Number: _____

Teacher Contact Information: ___________________ 

Tutoring Time: ______________ 

Name & Number of Course: _______________________

Semester/Year: ____________________ 

Materials needed by students:

 ___________________________________________________________________

COURSE OVERVIEW
The U.S. History course is centered on the belief that

· Historical events have social, economic, and political consequences.
Given this assertion, the emphasis of the course becomes the relationship among historical events rather than a chronological study of isolated events or people.  The scope and sequence of the course is designed to highlight themes, processes, and causal relationships between events in order to communicate that history is a process of continuity as well as change.  Utilizing this approach, coupled with a variety of instructional methods and learning strategies will result in an increased ability to recognize and analyze the connection between historical events and present circumstances and conditions.  The National Council of the Social Studies (NCSS) validates the thematic approach through its own ten thematic strands of social studies and the goal of “adopting common and multiple perspectives” on historical events.

	MODULE
	ANTICIPATED DATE

(This will be filled in by the teacher.)

	7: World War II

Lesson 1: Laying the Groundwork

Essential Question: Could the war have been prevented?

Lesson 2: America and the Coming War

Essential Question: Why didn't the U.S. react sooner to the crises in Asia and Europe?
Lesson 3: War Begins

Essential Question: How long could the British and Soviets resist the Nazis alone?

Lesson 4: The European Theater

Essential Question: When did Allied victory against Germany and Italy become certain?

Lesson 5: The Pacific Theater

Essential Question: How did the fight against Japan differ from the fight against Italy and Germany?  

Lesson 6: A Post-War World

Essential Question: How did the post-war division of the world contribute to the coming Cold War?
Lesson 7:   Cumulative Review and Assessment

	· 

	8: The Truman Years
Lesson 1: The Allies Victorious

Essential Question: How did the Cold War develop as a result of World War II's aftermath?  

Lesson 2: Truman Versus Stalin

Essential Question: Did the Truman Doctrine lay the groundwork for future stability or future strife?

Lesson 3: The Cold War

Essential Question: What is the nature of the Cold War?

Lesson 4: The Truman Presidency

Essential Question: Overall, how does Harry Truman rank against other U.S. presidents?

Lesson 5: The Korean War

Essential Question: How can a war in Korea reflect the underlying tension between Soviets and Americans?

Lesson 6: The Truman Years

Essential Question: What lessons are to be learned by studying the outbreak of the Cold War?

Lesson 7:  Cumulative Review and Assessment


	· 

	9: Eisenhower to Kennedy
Lesson 1: McCarthyism

Essential Question: How could America sink into Red Scare hysterics?

Lesson 2: Atomic Arms Race

Essential Question: How did the arms race develop?

Lesson 3: The New American Prosperity

Essential Question: How did economic prosperity alter the national landscape?

Lesson 4: The Birth of the Teen

Essential Question: Why did teen culture develop in the 1950s?

Lesson 5: JFK

Essential Question: Why does the election of 1960 symbolize changing America?

Lesson 6: The Kennedy Years

Essential Question: What is President Kennedy's real legacy?

Lesson 7:  Cumulative Review and Assessment

	· 

	10: A Turbulent Decade
Lesson 1: From JFK to LBJ

Essential Question: How did Kennedy's assassination impact Johnson’s presidency?

Lesson 2: Vietnam

Essential Question: Why was the Vietnam War so divisive?

Lesson 3: The Counter Culture

Essential Question: What factors influenced the development of the counter culture movement?

Lesson 4: The Movement Generation

Essential Question: Why did the Sixties inspire an explosion in civil rights and environmentalism?

Lesson 5: The End of the Revolution

Essential Question: What is the legacy of the Sixties?

Lesson 6:  The Turbulent Decade

Essential Question: How will future generations interpret the Sixties?

Lesson 7:  Cumulative Review and Assessment

	· 

	11: The Civil Rights Movement  
Lesson 1: Post-War Life

Essential Question: How did the Great Depression and WWII contribute to the Civil Rights Movement?

Lesson 2: The Early Civil Rights Era

Essential Question: Why did the 1950s become a turning point in the Civil Rights Movement?

Lesson 3: Into a New Decade

Essential Question: What relationship did the Civil Rights Movement have to the counter-culture movement?

Lesson 4: Gaining Ground

Essential Question: What role did established politicians play in the Civil Rights Movement?

Lesson 5: Resistance and Revolution

Essential Question: Why did the Civil Rights Movement take a harder edge in the mid- to late 1960s?

Lesson 6: The Movement Continues

Essential Question: How does the modern Civil Rights Movement compare to the movement in its heyday?

Lesson 7:  Cumulative Review and Assessment

	· 

	12: Contemporary America 
Lesson 1: Richard Nixon

Essential Question: What makes Richard Nixon a tragic figure in American politics?

Lesson 2: The Stagnant Seventies

Essential Question: Why did the American people begin to reject New Deal-style politics?

Lesson 3: The Reagan Years

Essential Question: How is Ronald Reagan symbolic of the end of the Roosevelt-era of policy?

Lesson 4: The First Bush Years

Essential Question: Why did the Cold War come to an end?

Lesson 5: The Clinton Years

Essential Question: What made Bill Clinton a new type of Democratic president?

Lesson 6: The Unfinished Nation

Essential Question: How will contemporary events shape my future?

Lesson 7:  Cumulative Review and Assessment

	·  


To be completed by the teacher:

GRADING:

· Weights

· Make-Up Work Policy

· Policy for Late Submissions

· Retesting/Regrading Policy

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES REGARDING COMPUTER USE:

· Bring charged laptops to class daily.

· Bring ear buds or headphones to class daily.

· Do not load software or hack into the computer.

· Report hardware or software difficulties to your teacher or school technologist.

· Students are physically responsible for the laptop assigned to them and will have disciplinary consequence for damage due to negligence or vandalism.
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